
23andMe DNA Day Essay Contest 2014 
Official Rules 

 
NO ENTRY FEE.  NO PURCHASE OR OBLIGATION NECESSARY TO PLAY OR 
WIN.  VOID WHERE PROHIBITED.  

 
1. Eligibility: The 23andMe DNA Day Essay Contest (the “Contest”) is open to legal 
residents of the U.S., age 18 or older, who are currently enrolled in medical schools in 
the U.S. and have an active e-mail account and Internet access as of the beginning of 
the Contest period.  Employees of 23andMe and its affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising 
and fulfillment agencies, their immediate family members and persons living in their 
same household, are not eligible to participate in the Contest.  Participation in the 
Contest constitutes entrant’s full and unconditional agreement to and acceptance of 
these Official Rules (“Official Rules”).  
 
2. To Enter: To enter, complete the online 23andMe DNA Day Essay Contest 
Registration and submit your essay. Read 10 Reasons the Human Genome Matters in 
Medicine and select one to be the topic of your essay. Write about its potentials, 
challenges and applications in patient care. Essays must be in Word doc. Format, 
double-spaced and maximum 750 words. Longer essays will be disqualified. Essays 
must include at least one reference. Work previously published in print or electronically 
will not be considered. No limit to the number of entries per person. Essays must include 
the participant’s email address. All entries must be received by 23andMe by 11:59 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time on April 11, 2014, to be eligible. For any questions about this 
essay contest, email DNAday2014contest@23andme.com. 
 
3. Selection of Winners: Entries will be judged based on the criteria described in the 
blog post announcing this contest, by a panel of 23andMe employees.  The decisions of 
the judges will be final.  Three winners will be notified by e-mail.   
 
4. Prizes:  Three eligible winners will each receive one 23andMe DNA kit and a $100 
Amazon gift card. Winning essays will be featured in a future 23andMe blog post. Each 
winner can claim an additional $300 for a legitimate student interest group with a focus 
on personalized medicine, e-health or personal genomics at his/her school. The prize 
must be used to raise awareness of personal genomics through a journal club, a lecture 
or other learning events on campus. 23andme reserves the right to withhold the $300 if 
sufficient documentation evidencing legitimacy of the group cannot be verified.  Winners 
are solely responsible for any and all federal, state, and local taxes that apply to prizes, 
and must provide appropriate taxpayer identification information to 23andMe for 
reporting purposes.  No cash or other substitution of prizes is permitted, except at the 
sole option of 23andMe for a prize of equal or greater value.  23andMe will not replace 
any lost or stolen prizes.  Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries.  
 
5. Notification of Winners:  Winners will be notified by e-mail within five (5) business 
days of selection, and may be required to sign and return an affidavit of eligibility and 
publicity/liability release within fourteen (14) days of notification. If a selected Winner 
cannot be contacted, is ineligible, fails to claim a prize and/or where applicable an 
affidavit of eligibility and publicity/liability release is not timely received, is incomplete or 
modified, the prize may be forfeited and an alternate Winner will be selected from 
remaining valid, eligible entries timely submitted. In the event of a dispute regarding who 
submitted an entry, the entry will be deemed submitted by the authorized account holder 



of the e-mail account specified in the entry.  "Authorized account holder" is defined as 
the natural person who is assigned to an e-mail address by an Internet access provider, 
online service provider, or other organization (e.g., business, educational institution, etc.) 
that is responsible for assigning e-mail addresses for the domain associated with the 
submitted e-mail address. No automatically generated entries will be accepted. 
 
6. General Rules: By entering, you agree to be bound by these Official Rules. The 
Contest is offered by 23andMe, Inc., 1390 Shorebird Way, Mountain View, CA 94043, 
which is not responsible for late, lost, delayed, damaged, postage-due, incomplete, 
illegible, or misdirected entries, responses, or other correspondence, whether by e-mail 
or postal mail or otherwise, or for theft or destruction or unauthorized access or 
alterations of entry materials, phone, electrical, network, computer, hardware, software 
program or transmission malfunctions, failures or difficulties. By participating and 
winning a prize, Winner releases 23andMe, its affiliates, subsidiaries, directors, officers, 
employees, and agents, from any and all liability with respect to the Contest or the 
acceptance, possession or use of any prize, including without limitation (i) any condition 
caused by events beyond 23andMe’s control that may cause the Contest to be disrupted 
or corrupted; (ii) any injuries, losses, or damages (compensatory, direct, incidental, 
consequential or otherwise) of any kind arising in connection with or as a result of the 
prize, or acceptance, possession, or use of the prize, or from participation in the Contest; 
and (iii) any printing or typographical errors in any materials associated with the Contest. 
23andMe’s decisions in all respects relative to the Contest are final. 23andMe reserves 
the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel, modify or suspend the Contest in whole or in 
part, in the event of fraud, technical or other difficulties or if the integrity of the Contest is 
compromised, without liability to the entrant. 23andMe reserves the right to disqualify 
any winner, as determined by 23andMe in its sole discretion.  All federal, state, and local 
regulations apply. 
 
7. Additional Conditions: Except where prohibited, by accepting any prize, Winner 
consents to the use of his/her name, photo and/or likeness, biographical information, 
winning entry and statements attributed to winner (if true) for advertising and promotional 
purposes without additional compensation. All entries become property of 23andMe and 
none will be acknowledged or returned.   
 
8. Winner’s List, Official Rules: For a list of prize winners or a copy of these Official 
Rules, send your request and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to The DNA Day 
Essay Contest, 23andMe, Inc., 1390 Shorebird Way, Mountain View, CA 94043 or (for 
Winner’s list only) send an email message to DNAday2014contest@23andme.com with 
“Winner’s list” as the email subject and the applicable month Contest in the body of the 
e-mail. 
 
 
 


